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PARIS FOR NICHOLAS MURPHY 

OTHER ADDRESSEES FOR CHIEFS OF MISSION 

1 . LEBANON. THE SITUATION REMAINS TENSE IN THE CHRISTIAN 
SUBURBS OF AYN RUMANNEH AND FURN ASH-SHEBAK FOLLOWING 
THE KILLING LATE WEDNESDAY OF TWO SYRIAN SOLDIERS AND THE 
WOUNDING OF A THIRD. SOME SOURCES REPORT THAT THE 
SHOOTING OCCURRED FOLLOWING A TRAFFIC ACCIDENT. WHILE LOCAL 
CHRISTIANS CLAIM THE SYRIANS HAD STOLEN A RADIO. THE 
SYRIANS HAVE DEMANDED THAT THOSE RESPONSIBLE BE TURNED OVER 
TO THEM. THE CHRISTIAN LEADERS REPORTEDLY WOULD BE WILLING 
TO ASSIST THE SYRIANS AND ABIDE BY THE DECISION OF THE 

NEW MIXED TRIBUNAL. WE DO NOT KNOW IF THIS WILL BE 
SATISFACTORY TO THE SYRIANS. 

2. ACCORDING TO A MID-LEVEL SYRIAN OFFICIAL, THERE IS 

A DEFINITE FRET .TNG AMONG RESPONSIBLE SYRIAN OFFICIALS THAT 

THINGS WILL GET WORSE IN LEBANON BEFORE THEY IMPROVE AND 
THAT CLASHES BETWEEN LEBANESE ELEMENTS - BOTH CIVILIAN 
AND MILITARY - AND SYRIAN FORCES IN LEBANON WILL CONTINUE 
TO OCCUR. THE SYRIANS BELIEVE THAT THESE CLASHES WILL 
UNITE DISPARATE LEBANESE MUSLIM AND CHRISTIAN ELEMENTS 
AGAINST THE SYRIANS. THEY FEEL FURTHER THAT, WHEN THIS 
OCCURS, ISRAEL WILL INCREASE ITS SUPPORT TO LEBANESE 
RIGHTISTS IN SOUTHERN LEBANON. CONSEQUENTLY, SYRIA WOULD 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 042877 

THEN HAVE TO INCREASE ITS SUPPORT FOR THE PALESTINIANS. 
(CONFIDENTIAL) 

3. SYRIA. A SOVIET EMBASSY OFFICIAL COMMENTED TO 
EMBASSY DAMASCUS THAT SOVIET-SYRIAN RELATIONS ARE AT 
THEIR BEST LEVEL IN SEVERAL YEARS. ASSAD REQUESTED HIS 
UPCOMING VISIT TO MOSCOW IN ORDER TO DEMONSTRATE TO 
EGYPT, ISRAEL AND THE US THAT SYRIA HAS SOVIET SUPPORT 
FOR ITS CURRENT POSITION AND SIGNAL AT THE SAME TIME TO 
THE "REJECTIONIST' 1 ARAB STATES THAT SYRIA REMAINS 
COMMITTED TO SEEKING A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT AND TO 
UN RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338. ASSAD WILL PROBABLY GET THE 
POLITICAL SUPPORT HE IS SEEKING, THE OFFICIAL SAID, 

BUT WILL NOT LIKELY RECEIVE ALL THE SOPHISTICATED MILITARY 
WEAPONRY HE WANTS. (CONFIDENTIAL) 

4. SAUDIS-ARABS. DESPITE SOME RECENT LOW-KEY EFFORTS 

BY THE SAUDIS TO ENCOURAGE COOPERATION BETWEEN SYRIA AND 
EGYPT, THE PROSPECTS FOR SAUDI ORCHESTRATION OF 
SYRIA'S REENTRY INTO THE PEACE PROCESS DO NOT APPEAR 
TO BE BRIGHT. THE SAUDI INCLINATION TO PLAY SUCH A ROLE 
IS TEMPERED BY THEIR LACK OF ENTHUSIASM FOR THE SADAT 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


INITIATIVE, THEIR DIMINISHED FINANCIAL LEVERAGE ON SYRIA, 

AND THE SYRIAN CONVICTION THAT SADAT'S INITIATIVE WILL 
FAIL. 

5. SAUDI ACTIONS INCLUDE A VISIT TO KUWAIT BY 
FOREIGN MINISTER SAUD ON JANUARY 23 TO ENLIST SUPPORT FOR 
MEDIATION BETWEEN ASSAD AND SADAT. THE SAUDI DESIRE TO 
BRING SYRIA AND EGYPT TOGETHER APPEARS TO STEM MORE FROM 
THE CONVINCTION THAT THE CONFRONTATION STATES MUST BE 
UNITED IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A SETTLEMENT THAN IT DOES FROM 
FAITH IN THE SADAT INITIATIVE. INDEED, THE SAUDIS SEEM 
CONVINCED THAT SADAT’S MOVE HAS DIVIDED THE MODERATE ARABS 
AND THAT ONLY US PRESSURE ON ISRAEL CAN SAVE HIM. SINCE 
THE SAUDI LEADERSHIP DOUBTS THAT ISRAEL WILL MAKE MEANING- 
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FUL CONCESSIONS, IT IS NOT LIKELY TO EXPEND A GREAT DEAL 
OF POLITICAL OR FINANCIAL CAPITAL TO GET SYRIA ON BOARD. 


6. AT THE SAME TIME, ASSAD, IN OUR VIEW, HAS BECOME 
LESS SUSCEPTIBLE TO SAUDI FINANCIAL BLANDISHMENTS. 

FOR ONE THING, THE SYRIANS, LIKE OTHER ARABS, HAVE NOTED 
THE GAP BETWEEN SAUDI OFFERS OF AID AND PERFORMANCE. 
MOREOVER, THE LIBYANS SEEM READY TO UNDERWRITE A PORTION 
OF NEW SYRIAN ARMS PURCHASES FROM THE SOVIETS. (ASSAD 
WILL BE IN MOSCOW NEXT WEEK, AND JALLUD IS THERE NOW.) 
FINALLY, THE SOVIETS HAVE RELAXED THEIR CREDIT TERMS 
WITH THE SYRIANS. 

7. ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN, THE SYRIANS ARE 
ATTEMPTING TO EXERT PRESSURE OF THEIR OWN TO ENLIST 
RIYADH'S HELP IN KEEPING JORDAN FROM JOINING THE 
EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI NEGOTIATIONS. KHADDAM VISITED SAUDI 
ARABIA AND KUWAIT LAST WEEK AND POINTEDLY ASSERTED AT 
A PRESS CONFERENCE IN KUWAIT THAT KING KHALID HAD 
REITERATED TO HIM SAUDI SUPPORT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF A PALESTINIAN STATE. THE STATEMENT SEEMS DESIGNED 
TO SQUELCH RUMORS THAT SAUDI ARABIA DID NOT OBJECT 
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TO RESTORING THE WEST BANK TO JORDAN AND, BY IMPLICATION, 

THAT SAUDI ARABIA SUPPORTED A JORDANIAN ROLE IN 
NEGOTIATIONS OVER THE WEST BANK. (SECRET) VANCE 

SECRET 
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